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FRANK BUCKLAND AND THE BUCKLAND FOUNDATION

The Buckland Foundation was endowed by Frank Buckland, a sometime surgeon, natural
historian, fisheries scientist and government inspector of salmon fisheries, but above all
an inveterate communicator of the period 1860-80. People flocked to hear him talk and
he never let slip any opportunity to make people aware of the importance of the fisheries
and their problems in particular and of natural history in general.

Buckland trained as a surgeon and took a commission in the Life Guards in 1854 but
from the outset began to write popular articles on natural history. These were published
in 1857 to great acclaim as a book entitled Curiosities of Natural History: this grew to
four volumes and appeared in 15 editions. His success increased demands upon him as a
writer and lecturer and he resigned his commission in 1863.

He had become interested in fish culture, then regarded simply as the rearing of fish
from the egg, and an exhibit he had in the office-window of The Field magazine on The
Strand in London proved to be so popular that it stopped the traffic on occasion. He gave
a successful lecture on the subject in 1863 at the Royal Institution, subsequently
published as Fish Hatching, and was struck by the intense interest that it aroused. One
consequence of it was that he set up a small aquarium at the South Kensington Museum,
the forerunner of the Science Museum, and by 1865 had collected there a range of
exhibits which were to form the nucleus of his eventual “Museum of Economic Fish
Culture”. This aimed to inform the public about the fish and fisheries of the British Isles
and for the rest of his life he laboured, in part, to develop this display. At about the same
time (1867) he was appointed to the office of Board of Trade Salmon Inspector; he also
set up the weekly magazine Land and Water.

Britain’s growing population in the last century created many problems of food supply.
The sea fisheries offered a cheap source of abundant first-class protein and. as a result of
the latent demand and the growth of railways, the North Sea fisheries grew spectacularly.
Little was known about sea fish: no statistics of fish landings were available, at least in
England, and there was little formal research. Buckland sat on four Commissions that
looked at Fish and Fishing between 1875 and his death in 1880. In the same period a
number of public fisheries exhibitions were held abroad and he tirelessly pressed for
something similar to be staged in the United Kingdom. At all times he was concerned to
explain, to teach and, most particularly, to make the general public aware of the
importance of the fisheries and the need to protect and develop this great national asset.
“Buckland’s voice,” says Geoffrey Burgess, his most recent biographer’. “remains the
only one consistently calling for research into fishery problems, publicising the activities
of the industry, drawing attention to the national importance of fish in the diet. and acting
as a focus for those in the industry and elsewhere who were interested and concerned
about its proper commercial development.”

Something of the flavour of his views is given by the following quotations from his
reports and articles.

e A greater cry should more properly be established against those which deter or kill
the fish by noxious materials which they pour into public waters for their private use
and Benefit ... - The above mentioned individuals and companies reap no
inconsiderable profits from their individual operations, but while endeavouring to






